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E-ents now began to close in. One day the news
reached Pagan that Hangchao had surrendered
to the Tartars and that the Sung Emperor had
fled. Queen Saw sent for Chang Hsien Ch'ung.

'How will this affect Burma, do you imagine?' she
asked him.

It will give the Tartars leisure to think about us/ he
replied. 'We are on thek borders, and their usual policy
towards border states is first to demand tribute as an
earnest of good behaviour. But, of course, the demand
may not come in our time/

clt would complicate the internal situation,' said the
Queen wearily. 'The country is difficult to hold to-
gether as it is. Much discontent prevails against the
King's rule. Both the Church and the Mandarinate are
disaffected. An external shock, even of the limited kind
you suggest, might upset the equilibrium. If a demand
is made, what would you advise?"